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NOTES AND NEWS. 

The White House 

Washington, July 31, 1918. 
My dear Mr. Secretary: 

I am pleased to know that despite the unusual burdens im- 
posed upon our people by the war they have maintained their 
schools and other agencies of education so nearly at their nor- 
mal efficiency. That this should be continued throughout the 
war and that, in so far as the draft law will permit, there should 
be no falling off in attendance in elementary schools, high 
schools or colleges is a matter of the very greatest importance, 
affecting both our strength in war and our national welfare and 
efficiency when the war is over. So long as the war continues 
there will be constant need of very large numbers of men and 
women of the highest and most thorough training for war 
service in many lines. After the war there will be urgent need 
not only for trained leadership in all lines of industrial, com- 
mercial, social and civic life, but for a very high average of 
intelligence and preparation on the part of all the people. I 
would therefore urge that the people continue to give generous 
support to their schools of all grades and that the schools ad- 
just themselves as wisely as possible to the new conditions to 
the end that no boy or girl shall have less opportunity for edu- 
cation because of the war and that the Nation may be strength- 
ened as it can only be through the right education of all its 
people. I approve most heartily your plans for making through 
the Bureau of Education a comprehensive campaign for the 
support of the schools and for the maintenance of attendance 
upon them, and trust that you may have the cooperation in this 
work of the American Council of Education. 

Cordially and sincerely yours, 

Woodrow Wilson. 

Hon. Franklin K. Lane, 
Secretary of the Interior. 
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44 THE MATHEMATICS TEACHER. 

Education in Patriotism. — Education in patriotism, and the 
agencies, official and unofficial, engaged in promoting patriotic 
work in the schools are reviewed in Teachers' Leaflet No. 2, 
just issued by the Bureau of Education of the Department of 
the Interior. 

The work of the Council of National Defense, National Se- 
curity League, National Committee of Patriotic Societies, Na- 
tional Board for Historical Service, The Bureau of Education, 
National Education Association, and Committee on Public In- 
formation, is described in some detail so that teachers and 
school officers may have ready at hand abundant sources of 
help in spreading the teaching of true Americanism. 

" It is the contribution of American schools, and particularly 
of colleges and universities," says the leaflet, "to further the 
teachings of patriotism in the present emergency, and the op- 
portunity of rendering such service has everywhere been eag- 
erly accepted. Since, however, a number of organizations of 
national scope, some governmental, others privately supported, 
are now endeavoring to work through the schools of the country 
in the cause of education in patriotism, considerable confusion 
has arisen in the minds of school men regarding the origin and 
purpose of the various agencies at work. This leaflet aims to 
put them in touch with the material available and to' describe 
the work of the leading organizations already in the field." 

Copies of " Education in Patrioism " will be sent on applica- 
tion to the Commissioner of Education, Washington, D. C. 

New Members. 

John C. Bechtel, Germantown High School, Philadelphia, Pa. 
Harriet W. Sheppard, 31 Westview St., Mt. Airy, Pa. 
Floyd B. Watson, Rockville Center, Long Island, N. Y. 
Mary M. Kemp, LeRoy, N. Y. 



